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hooves every member of the society, if lie 
wishes for a recovery of chemical activity in 
our country, not only to himself continue to 
support the work of the society through the 
period of depression, which is sure to be tem- 
porary, but also to see that every other reputa- 
ble person in America interested in chemistry 
comes into the society to give it new life, new 
vigor and increased resources. 



SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 

AN INSTITUTE OF HYGIENE IN LONDONi 

It has been known for some time that the 
Rockefeller Foundation has been seriously con- 
sidering the recommendation for the establish- 
ment of an Institute of Hygiene, contained in 
the report of the post-graduate medical com- 
mittee published last May (the Athlone com- 
mittee). The recommendation was that an 
Institute of State Medicine should be estab- 
lished in London with well equipped labora- 
tories and an efficient staff. It was further 
recommended that the institute should also pro- 
vide instruction in other directions, including 
courses in forensic medicine, toxicology and 
industrial medicine. 

These recommendations were considered by 
an expert committee, with the minister of 
health as chairman. In view of the difficulty 
at present of financing the scheme, the whole 
case was put before the Rockefeller Foundation 
as one in which they might think it well to co- 
operate in the general interest of progress in 
public health. 

The minister of health has announced that 
the Rockefeller Foundation have offered to pro- 
vide a sum of two million dollars towards the 
cost of building and equipping an Institute or 
School of Hygiene in London, on the under- 
standing that the British Government accept 
the responsibility of providing for the staffing 
and maintenance of the school when it is estab- 
lished. This generous offer has been accepted 
by the minister of health on behalf of the gov- 
ernment. 

Hygiene, like other departments of medicine, 
knows no boundaries. In that sense this fine 
gift is made for the benefit of international 

1 From the British Medical Journal. 



medicine, but this country is grateful to the 
Rockefeller Foundation that it should have 
been selected. The Athlone committee esti- 
mated that the cost of maintaining an Institute 
of State Medicine would be about £10,000 a 
year. The scale on which the Rockefeller gift 
will make it possible to establish the Institute 
of Hygiene (it amounts at the present rate of 
exchange to over £400,000) will call for a 
larger expenditure for staff and maintenance; 
we have heard it estimated at £25,000 a year. 
Those familiar with the Athlone report will 
remember that it proposed to associate the 
institute with the University of London. This 
recommendation, it would appear, is not to be 
carried out, and the annual expenditure will 
therefore not come out of moneys at the dis- 
posal of the university grants committee, but 
will be found by a special vote of Parliament. 
The intention is, we believe, that the Institute 
of Hygiene shall be administered by a mixed 
committee, representing the various bodies in- 
terested, for it is to be rememberedahat Lon- 
don already possesses certain important ele- 
ments of an institute of hygiene. 

COOPERATION BETWEEN THE GOVERN- 
MENT AND INDUSTRY IN STAND- 
ARDIZATION 

At the request of the Honorable Herbert C. 
Hoover, secretary of commerce, the American 
Engineering Standards Committee has desig- 
nated Mr. A. A. Stevenson, the retiring chair- 
man of the committee, as a special representa- 
tive to work with the department in the co- 
operation between its division of simplified 
practice and the American Engineering Stand- 
ards Committee. 

The division of simplified practice is a co- 
ordinating unit of the Department of Com- 
merce assisting in those reductions of excessive 
variety and other simplifications which many 
industries are undertaking in order to decrease 
the cost of production and distribution of 
manufactured articles. The work of the divi- 
sion was organized in the latter part of 1921 
and is now actively under way. 

The American Engineering Standards Com- 
mittee, which serves as a national clearing 
house for a broad field of engineering and 
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industrial standardization, has offered Secre- 
tary Hoover the use of its machinery in carry- 
ing out the detailed work on technical projects 
initiated in the simplification program of the 
Department of Commerce. The committee 
hopes to be of great value to Mr. Hoover in 
this simplification program of the department. 
It was as a result of this hope that the desig- 
nation of Mr. Stevenson as a representative 
came about. 

The American Engineering Standards Com- 
mittee has been actively at work somewhat over 
two years, during which time it has brought 
about a large measure of industry-wide co- 
operation. In this work more than a hundred 
national organizations are participating 
through representatives officially designated by 
them. The formulation of the standard for 
each specific project is in the hands of a work- 
ing committee made up of representatives offi- 
cially designated by the various bodies con- 
cerned. Eighteen standards have received 
formal approval as nationally recognized 
standards, and work on more than sixty other 
projects is in various stages of development. 
The committee is maintained jointly by twenty- 
nine national organizations, including five de- 
partments of the federal government, nine 
national engineering societies, and fifteen 
national industrial associations. 

There are now similar national industrial 
standardizing bodies in thirteen foreign coun- 
tries, all but one of which were formed during 
or since the war. Of these the British and the 
German work is the most extensive, but active 
and important work is going forward in other 
countries. 

COMPETITIVE EXHIBITION OF PHOTO- 
GRAPHS OF MAMMALS AT THE AMERI- 
CAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL 
HISTORY 

The American Museum of Natural History 
plans to hold a competitive exhibition of photo- 
graphs of mammals at the time of the annual 
meeting of the American Society of Mam- 
malogists. These photographs will be exhibited 
in the halls of the museum and all entries must 
be made on or before May 10. These photo- 
graphs will be on exhibition to the general 



public for one month. Prizes will be offered 
for the best photographs, and the conditions of 
entry are as set forth below : 

1. Only such photographs will be accepted 
for exhibition as are deemed suitable by the 
committee. 

2. Photographs will be exhibited and judged 
under two categories: first, photographs of 
mammals in the wild state ; second, photographs 
of mammals in captivity. Photographs of do- 
mestic mammas are not desired. 

3. The American Society of Mammalogists 
will be asked to select the judges who will 
award the prizes. 

4. Photographs may be of any size, but they 
should be affixed to cardboard or paper mat, 
preferably gray. No photograph should be 
sent unmounted. Contestants may submit any 
number of photographs. 

5. The installation of the exhibition will be 
done by the museum, and all entries will be re- 
turned, postpaid, if desired by the exhibitor. 
The museum, however, would be pleased to ac- 
cept for its files any photographs of especial 
interest. While the museum will exercise every 
possible care of the material exhibited, it does 
not assume any responsibility for loss or 
damage. 

6. Cash prizes will be awarded as follows: 
for the best photographs of mammals in the 
wild state: First prize, $100; second prize, 
$60; third prize, $40; for the best photographs 
of mammals in capitivity: First prize, $50; 
second prize, $30; third prize, $20. A certifi- 
cate of honorable mention will be awarded to 
not more than five additional exhibitors in each 
category. 

Committee on exhibition: H. E. Anthony, 
Herbert Lang, Robert C. Murphy, G. Clyde 
Fisher. 

ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE AMERICAN 

GEOPHYSICAL UNION AND ITS 

SECTIONS 

The American Geophysical Union and its 
several sections met, March 6-8, at the offices 
of the National Eesearch Council, "Washington, 
D. C, to hear reports of committees, to con- 
sider the agenda for the meetings in Rome, 
May, 1922, of the International Geodetic and 



